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The grazing dairy cow of 2030 – what will she need to do and what do we need to do to help her 
achieve it?

Globally, agriculture is undergoing seismic disruptions arising from the competing challenges of food security, the 
environment, and societal needs. The dairy sector is not exempt from this disruption as it faces a confluence of challenges 
including the rapidly expanding global demand for dairy products, the growing concern over the impact of cattle production 
on climate change, and the long-term volatility of global dairy markets. Fortunately, the solutions to these challenges are 
emerging from a parallel revolution in genetics and DNA technologies. Key characteristics of the dairy cow of the future 
include (1) production of a large quantity of high-value output (i.e. milk and meat), (2) good reproductive performance, (3) 
good health status, (4) good longevity, (5) no requirement for a large quantity of feed, yet being able to eat sufficient feed 
to meet its requirements, (6) easy to manage (i.e. easy calving, docile), (7) good conformation (over and above reflective of 
health, reproductive performance and longevity), (8) low environmental footprint, and (9) resilience to external perturbations. 
In this interactive session, we will particularly focus on what needs to happen if such cow credentials are to be achieved. 
Workshop participants will then devise their top priorities for a cow in 2030 and the relative importance of the steps needed.
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