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Enhancing profit while protecting the environment. How?
Previous work has pointed towards high pasture harvest, with low reliance on supplementary feed and
effective cost control being key attributes of financially-robust dairy businesses. With increasing emphasis
on water quality and greenhouse gases, have these messages changed? In short, no. Examination of farm
level variation (with data from DairyBase) suggests that there are opportunities to maintain profit with lower
N surplus and lower methane output. Looking forward, improved practises, and implementing science when it
is “farm-ready”, will continue to be important.

